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Controversial streethghts coming to New Eastside

Staff Weiter

By Tida Pareer -

The d..up.- Smart Lighting Project
iative of Mayor Rahm Ersan '.l.‘l)
e Trust (CIT),

to replace meardy all the city's
armber” streetliphts with

ED Xghes

Ihe chanpge

Chicapo Infrastructer

aim

“white” energy-efficient L
over the next four years,
will affect all “ceange” streetlights in
the New Eastside and will be ane of
the Larpest installatioes in the world.
“It's geing to change the dymarsics of
Chicapo,” said Lakeshore East resident
Todd Guynn. “The LED lighting can be
very harah”

The cry began “test” installaticns of
...ucllx. nts last year. Several poople
in the tmpacted eeighborhoods have
voiced concerns about the light they
give off, which reminds them of “strip
malls® and a [.uj'l.n.u:;c bus station.”
The cty declized 1o comment ce: when
or whaere the “test lights® are, only
saaying about 1 percent of the 270,

Eghe fixvares have been u.-pl.u:d. {In
currestly 4,100

light fixvares wee LED4)

total of the cty's

317/

Research from the Arserican Modi
cal Association indicates thar laspe
amousts of Blue light can cause
“discomforn” and insomnia, findisg
that “white LED lamips have five times
greater dnpact on circadian sleep
rhyythms than conventional street

The research also says than

LED streetlights cperate ata
that . .. adversely sup
presses melatonin durisg night”

wavelengt

“Whes you return Lo your apartment
after being expesed 1o all this high.en
ergy blue, you're likely to have trouble

deeping,” says Dr. Steart Ricker, OD, 2

The errance 32 Lace Shore East Park daplays $he variety of hues of electric ighe (Pattcn)

practicing 35 year cptometrist asmd by
man plyysiclogist at the James Lovell
Healthcare Facility iss Nowth Chicage.
“Ihis is a very, very impaortant pubkic

health isvse. We're potestially putting
in streetlights daaraptive to the retina
and hursan physiclogy.”

Tiee new lights, which will be fusded by
outséde investors, will slash the cry's
£, and
“moee relable and
viadadty, :

gving comesanities a greater

electricity bills by at least b
will provide

impeoved nighttime

serce of safety,” accceding to
the
of orasge lights cure

ayce’s office. Stretches
2y ring
raclating
Lakeshore East Park,
which uses Jow intensity LED
Crécago -

the New Eastside,

Eghas, accceding te
Department of Transportation

spokespersces Mike Claffey

A spectram of LED lights are
4

available on market, indud

ing 4000 Kelvin (K) lights, whose

-_—

high levels of sheet wavelessgth blue
light can
age. “ls my opénion, the best thing

to do would be to put i a streetlipht

poasibly cause ulu..d Gam

that mimicked the spectrum of nateral
candlelight but was energy efficient,
vipoe 2700K or tung
OK." aays Richer

such & sodi

sten-hadoges

In advasce of the Dec. 14 deadlize
for final vendaor peopaosals free

CITs nine ahort listed cardi

dates, commusity mersbers are

voicieg conceras about what is
happening in their negghbor
hoods
I an Apedl 17 press release,
QT chairman Kart Summers
d that replacing the lights
would be “complex.” and that
“community participaticn in
this peocess & critical”
l"wu 0, cely ane official meet

d regarding the

ing kas been held

“net

lights (a May : uu...-.,

weeking conference” at Malooles X

Collepe) and no further public hearing
is scheduled for the lights, which could
last upwards of twenty years
ing some ressdents feeling left in the

ll'.( v

dark.

In a statersent issued following the
May meeting, the CIT's one paragraph

ew Sghas did not
directly addresa health or wildiife coe

2 failed to explaiss where the
lic could find

ponse about the

erns, and
arther infcer=ation.

The CIT stenply sasd it n:ll provide

“light where seaded” and “light when

seoded,” and that it is coemmitted 1o
“shick&ing light and directizg it down

ward,” as well as selecting liphting with

“warmer colors.”

Brecklyn, pablic cutcey over 250,000
eew LEDas led 1o the -.il,' u'..x'.r.ix:g
about 25,000 lights with lower-int
sity fuctures. Other cities, like Sas
Rosa, Calif,

laticess, thanks to an iavelved process

enjoyed sesocther izatal

of responding 1o public feedback as the
lights were put in.

Invelversent is what residents here are
Invalverzment is what residents here are
loaking § T 14 A 3
leoking for as well. "1f 1 cocld see what
they were, I'd Eie 1o have & ballon”

said Cuynn,

“In a perfect wordd, Chicagoe would
ask, “What are the parameterss of the
coemrranity lighting we're providing?™
says Drew Carhill, board member of
the Hlinois Cealition for Responsible
Qurdoor Lighting, a nonpeofit advoca
Cy proup.

Pectsred The CE Ecobux® Socium [HPS] bals
sirrdar 2o atreethghes $hat rmimice the pectrun
of ravural light, sccerdrg to Dr. Stuart Riche:,
an cprometrint at e Jarres Love | Mealthcare
Faciity in Narth Chicago




